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The Southwest — and especially the famous Art Center of Taos, New Mexico —
is the home of many artists of national and international fame. Because of the beauty
of the high country of northern New Mexico, its brilliant sunlight, the dramatic shapes
of clouds and mountains, the austerity of desert, the color of sky, earth and foliage,
the Indian and Spanish-American farmer whose adobe dwellings complement the land,
artists for the last fifty years and more have sought here for inspiration.

More recently painters and sculptors in the modern idiom have begun to explore
the region artistically. Famous at first for its painters of Indians, landscapes and
golden aspen trees, Taos has now also become the home of modern artists who,
though not so literal in their work, are revitalizing the human and spiritual scene
around them.

A few years ago a number of modern creative painters living in Taos and Ranches
of Taos, N.M., conceived the idea of exhibiting their work together in a beautiful old
building, once the livery stables of a Spanish-American patio home. This fine adobe
stands on the highway leading from Santa Fe to Taos in the village of Ranches of
Taos, just three miles south of Taos itself. The building, almost in ruins, was restored
by the artists and the three large rooms were attractively decorated with various
colored walls. The artists hung their paintings, flowering planis were placed in the
windows, fine sculpture in the rooms and a few simple pieces of furniture. The effect
was one of brilliance and beauty.

The name “The Ruins” was given to the gallery because of the original state of
the building, but since then it has become synonymous with fine modern painting and
a kind of landmark for interested visitors. Thus the name has remained unchanged.

The group of artists exhibiting at the Ruins show in their work a deep emotional
response to the world around them. Though all of them until a few years ago lived
in other parts of America, their recent work reflects, almost without exception, the
impact of the area in which they now live. National and international art trends are
apparent in all the work. The language of expressionism, impressionism, abstract and
non-objective painting has here been translated into personalized idioms. All of the
group are versatile and each one is quite different from the others. The Ruins Group
represents the finest modern creative painting in Taos today.
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